lifie, in a tetter from Mr* Joha Mb j^ 
the Rev. Thomas ®rch, D. D. Secfet. 

S I R, 

RcadMarcliiT/TrBEG lea:?e to pefent jp^^^ 

^^^^^ JL ctofef vati(m% w4 I jpv^e i»a#i on a 
coralline^, ;dmt I lately receded: frmi mf^mk^m^ 
wortlrjr ii lend Mr. Peter CoUinfon. It appeal^ ftom 
its fi^se and firmhefs, to belong to a warmer climate 
than this, and is probably Ammcm, 

We find fome of the lame ^mmx^^^% 
ent fpecies, of this coralline, on our own X3f^s^ bat 
they are fmaller, tenderer, and more tranfparentt 
Tli^re is one particularly, whick comes very aear 
iMs, called byJDr. Dilloniiqs, in #« tl#d e^^ 
Bj^$ Syn(0s^ p.37, N^*i% '^^ Cpral-^ 

j^ccus^m fl]^ late Sir Ha^ Hlh«P 

is al^ecio^ like It, but not fo 
ramincations : this he calk Fucus mimmus hitfatm 
jibrillk herbMeu fimilhy firom Dmdf% JlppmSx to 

'^'^Jm cpnous lea produiSiOT^ whiciN lis^^i$|^piF- 
ance <rf* a iJant, arlfcs firft from many^y^^^orml- 
cular wrinkled tubes, by which it ap^a^i tdliave 
adhered, like ours, to rocks, Ihells, focpi^Si or other 
fubnaarine futiftances* Thefc tubes ufl|ti||g#rin a fort 
crfftem?, which, as tibqy rife, Milei^bly ch^ge into 
tows of cells : diefe llreteh out into toatiy regular 

P a dichotomous 
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dichotomous branches $ each branch is made up of 

two rows of cells united together, and thefacdlr 
placed in fuch a manner fide by fide, thai each cell 
loins two others on one fide, and the bottom of one 
iis^ inferted in the, top of the other. Their openings 
or faces look one way: they are nearly of an egg- 
fhape, a little con^prefs'd befoi-e : the broadeft part is^ 
uppermoft, and bends a little forward : the top of each 
is fortified by two angular points br fpines. 

By attentively viewing many fpecimens of this ge- 
nus of .corallines in the microfcope, that have been 
taken out of the fea at different ieafbns of the year, I 
have obferved the progrefs of nature to be pretty 
nearly thus: 

Thetubuli, or firft beginniag of the corallines iii 
the younger ftate, are found full of a yellbw foftfub- 
fiance, which ibon decays : in the more perfe<ft ftaci 
thiy are clear aiid tratifpairent 

The cells, which communicate with thefe tubes, 
have in the fpring black fpecks in each, which I take 
to be the em-brvo of the future produftidn* During 
this very tender and minute flate/the opening of eacg 
cell is cover d' with aRi extreme fine tranfparent mem-* 
brane, the ufe of which no doubt is to cherifli and pro- 

teft it. 

Thefeipecks in time fwelKng into fpherrcal tefta- 
ceous bodies (as they are often hiM in fiimmer) 
burft through this membrane, and fit in the liront of 
the cell, fupported by an umbilical ligament, which 
is faften'd to. the bottom of the infide of each cell or 
matrix, till they come to maturity, which feems to 
be the cafe in the microfcopical drawing I have fent 
you ^ wherein you will obierve, they appear to be rows 
of veiy fmall fea fnails, or rather teftaceous bodies, 

of 
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of the fliape of a nautilus, ready to drop oiF, and 
provide for themfelves. In the fame plate you have 
a microfcopical drawing of one of the Englifh coraU 
ikes of the fame genus,, with the embryo fpecks ht 
each celL 

I muft further add, that I believe, if the curiou^ 
with good microfcopes, at the fea-fide, and at dif- 
ferent feafoiis of the year, would ftridly examine 
many of thefe beautiful fea^produdions, hitherto 
claim'd by the botanifts, they would find, that feye-^ 
ral of the teftaceous tribe proceed from fome kinds 
of the larger corals, as well as, I am perfuaded, they 
will find, that many owe their original to the fmaller. 
corallines : and we are the more encouraged to try^ 
fince we obferve, that various {hapes and ftagesof the 
fame animal are no new thing in the laws of nature* 

S I R, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant. 





XIX. An Account of fome uncommon io^A 
Bodies, iy Mr. Hemy Baker^ F. R, Sk^ 

Re«dM*reii «9^ /Tp HE foffil Bodifes I have now the 
■'"• 1 l»no»rta lay befcra this Royd 

Sodety, I have never met with before^ nor remem- 
\^t any defeription of. They wei^ fent to me from 
Oxford, by Mr. William Frankcombe, a young 
gentleman refiding tfiere, who ia very diligent iri 
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